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"historic mission/' The conservative Novoe Vremia, for insfmifce, published articles on Russian Balkan policy under such vitriolic as ^Diplomatic Mukden" and "Diplomatic Tsushima." In Marc 19137 at the very time when Sazonov counseled moderation to the Balkan allies, the president of the State Duma, M. V. Rodzianko, indulged in noisy manifestations at the Taurida Palace to celebrate Bulgarian victories. In a private audience he urged the tsar to accept Constantinople, which a delegation of Bulgarian generals begged 4tto lay . . . at His Majesty's feet/7 "We must take advantage of the popular enthusiasm," Rodzianko told Nicholas. "The Straits must become ours. A war will be joyfully welcomed, and will raise the government's prestige." The latter contention was inspired by pro-Slav and anti-Sazonov street demonstrations whose participants, according to Rodzianko, were "serious, well-conducted people—officers,, society ladies, senators, government officials, etc.," that is, hardly a representative cross section of the population, and one, moreover, not likely to be called (except for the officers) to the armed forces in wartime.26 It is much to Sazonov's credit that he refused to be unduly influenced by these manifestations of "popular enthusiasm."
RUSSIA AND CONSTANTINOPLE, 1911-1914
The Bosnian crisis and the Balkan wars awakened the long-dormant interest of St. Petersburg in the question of Constantinople. A renewed attempt at opening the Straits to Russian warships was made in October and November, 1911, and its immediate cause may be traced to Turkey's order for dreadnoughts (June, 1911) and her plans for building railways in eastern Anatolia.27 In the opinion of the leading officials of the St. Petersburg foreign office, the challenge to Russia's supremacy in the Black Sea implied in the proposed strengthening of the Ottoman navy could be met by securing the free passage of Russian war vessels through the Straits: the Russian Black Sea fleet could then be reinforced by ships built in the Baltic shipyards or abroad. Although this theory was deprecated by Russian naval authorities who believed the seizure of the Bosphorus to be the only effective solution, the acting foreign minister, Neratov, decided to make over-
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27	An excellent, succinct account of this obscure and much-misrepresented in
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